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Dear Psychologists for Peace, 

Over the last 12 months we have seen an enormous increase in people’s 
awareness of the threat of climate change and other environmental 
problems. As psychologists and other health professionals interested in peace 
and social justice, our concern in climate change extends well beyond the 
devastating environmental costs of habitat loss, biodiversity loss, air, land 
and water pollution, exhaustion of fisheries, water scarcity, and 
deforestation, to the implications of diminishing resources and rapid 
environmental changes on regional (and global) peace and stability.   

The social ramifications of environmental degradation are enormous. 
Globally, the impact of environmental degradation is unequally distributed, 
and felt most directly by the poorest citizens.  Numerous poor countries are 
on the verge of environmental collapse due to high rates of deforestation and 
political instability. A vicious cycle of poverty and environmental destruction 
is created.  An increase in human suffering, and environmental refugees, is 
inevitable. 



As the divide between the developing and developed world widens, poverty, 
injustice and inequality increase. These problems are well recognised as the 
root causes of conflict and violence. Increased social disruption, crime and 
armed conflict, and the threat of nuclear war with its immense environmental 
impact, are possible consequences.  We cannot ignore the need to find 
solutions to these problems.  The developing field of dispute resolution, 
grounded in psychological theory, has a critical role to play in assisting 
countries and communities to develop non-violent means of resolving 
conflicts.  The work of psychologists and others trained to work cross-
culturally in negotiation and dispute resolution is extremely valuable.  
Likewise, developing humane and just solutions for refugees is critical.   

So alongside the personal behaviour changes that people are starting to 
make to reduce their use of energy and other resources, and to minimise 
their ecological footprint, we can also be keeping in mind the vital 
importance of learning and promoting conflict resolution skills, and of 
continuing to put pressure on our Government to better respond to the 
genuine needs of refugees and asylum seekers.   

This edition of Peace News reflects the breadth of concerns of Psychologists 
for Peace, and offers many opportunities for members to continue their 
excellent work in contributing to a more just and peaceful world. Thanks to 
all of you! 

In peace,  

Susie Burke, National Convenor, PFP 

 
2007 PFP Peace Project Award Open 
 
Submissions are now open for this annual Award for a minimum of $500, to 
assist a student enrolled in an accredited fourth year Psychology program or 
Masters by Coursework Psychology program in carrying out an empirical 
project on a peace related topic or disseminating its findings. Entries are due 
by 25 May 2007, and if there are projects of sufficient merit more than one 
award may be made depending on yearly funding.  
 
Criteria for the award 
Projects will be judged on their scientific merit and their potential 
contribution to theory or practice in: 
• the peaceful resolution of conflict; 
• understanding and preventing aggressive 
 behaviour; and 



• the fostering of harmonious relationships whether 
 at global, intergroup or interpersonal levels. 
The assessment may take into account the academic record, experience and 
other qualifications of the student, which may be relevant to the successful 
completion of the proposed project.  
 
The project proposal 
The proposal should begin with a cover page showing the project title, the 
name of the student and address for correspondence, the course and 
institution, and the name and email address of the supervisor. 
The proposal should include the project title, a statement of its aim, a brief 
review of the most relevant literature, the hypotheses to be investigated, a 
description of all relevant aspects of the design including the participants, 
method and planned statistical analysis, a budget, timetable and a short list 
of the most relevant references. 
The proposal should also indicate how the project may contribute to the aim 
of the award, as stated in the above criteria, and the anticipated method of 
disseminating the findings, e.g., conference poster, publication. 
The total length of the proposal should not exceed 1500 words. Add a copy 
of the academic record of the student (and other qualifications if relevant) 
and a statement from the supervisor(s) supporting the viability of the 
project. No special form is required.  
 
Submission 
Entries must be lodged by 25 May 2007 with the coordinator of the project 
Associate Professor Tony Thompson (athompson@csu.edu.au), School of 
Humanities &Social Sciences, Charles Sturt University, Locked Bag 588, 
Wagga Wagga NSW 2678 Electronic or hard copies are acceptable.  An 
acknowledgment will be sent on receipt of each entry.  
 
Selection process 
The award will be made by a panel of at least three judges from different 
states of Australia. If in the opinion of the judges no entry is worthy of the 
award, no winner shall be chosen.  
 

2007 PFP Children’s Peace Literature Award Open 

The South Australian Psychologists for Peace have launched this year’s round of 
their biennial Award, calling for nominations from publishers and authors of 
Australian children’s books published since 2005, which encourage the peaceful 
resolution of conflict and/or promote peace at the global, local or interpersonal 
level.  In 2005, the CPLA attracted over 70 entries.  A prize of $2000 is offered to 



the winning author/s.  Entries close July 20th, 2007.  For more information, contact 
Psychologists for Peace, c/- PO Box 104, HOVE, South Australia 5048. 
 

Correction and Apologies 

Our last Peace News congratulated the ERIS project on winning the 2006 
Robin Winkler Award.  We need to include Liz Freeman and Ann Sanson, who 
also work on the project with Eleanor Wertheim and Margot Trinder, in the 
accolades.  Apologies to Liz and Ann for the omission, and congratulations on 
your work. 
 
 
Our World in Crisis? - Interpretations and Responses - Melbourne 
 
A Unique 10-week Course to skill, inform and stimulate. 
 
24 April - 26 June 2007. 
 
Applications close 13 April. 
 
For those working in education, government, the professions, media, trade 
unions and religious and community organisations. For those interested in 
issues of development, environment, human rights, peace and democracy. 
For anyone wishing to understand better our rapidly globalising world and 
Australia's place in it.  For application forms and further information, go to: 
 
http://www.josephcamilleri.com/owic/ 
 
For more information contact: Ben Zala 
         b.zala@latrobe.edu.au 
         0400 050 675  
 
Last year, PFP member Lyn Bender attended the course, and kept a blog of 
her experiences. Check it out at: 
http://www.groups.psychology.org.au/pfp/news/ 
Lyn will be assisting at this year’s course as a group leader.   
 
The course, which uses a range of innovative teaching techniques, will be run 
at Australian Volunteers International from 5.45pm – 9:15pm over ten 
consecutive Tuesday nights starting 24 April and Concluding 26 June.  
 
It will cover: Living in a Globalised World, International Trade and Finance, 
Poverty and Development, Conflict and Security, Energy and the Politics of 



Oil, Terrorism and the 'War on Terror', Clash or Dialogue of Civilisations?, 
Human Rights, Governance & UN Reform, Race and Culture in Australia, 
Australia and the World. 
 
Special Concession Rate reduced to $265 for the 10 weeks offered to 
PFP members, as a sponsoring organization. 
 
The Principal lecturer and course coordinator is Joseph Camilleri (Professor of 
International Relations & Director of the Centre for Dialogue, La Trobe 
University) Author of numerous books, including The End of Sovereignty? 
(1992), States, Markets and Civil Society in Asia Pacific (2000) and 
Regionalism in the New Asia-Pacific Order (2003).  He edited Religion and 
Culture in Asia Pacific: Violence or Healing? (2001) and co-edited 
Democratising Global Governance (2002). Assisting him will be Larry 
Marshall (Project Officer for Australian Studies and Associate Lecturer in 
Politics, La Trobe University) and Ben Zala (Honours Graduate in 
International Relations and Research Assistant, La Trobe University). Guest 
academics and practitioners will also contribute to the course. 
 
Organised in association with: Asia Education Foundation, Australian 
Education Union - Victoria Branch, Australian Volunteers International, 
Centre for Dialogue, La Trobe University, Islamic Council of Victoria, Liberty 
Victoria - Victorian Council for Civil Liberties, Medical Association for 
Prevention of War, Oxfam Australia, Pax Christi Australia (Vic), Psychologists 
for Peace, Uniting Church in Australia , Victorian Council of Social Service, 
Victorian Local Governance Association, World Vision. 
 
Venue:  Australian Volunteers International (AVI), 88 Kerr Street, Fitzroy 
(Melway ref 44 E3).  Tram 112 from Colins Street departs every 5 minutes 
between 4:30pm and 5:30pm taking 15-20 minutes to Stop 16, Johnson 
Street, Fitzroy. Return travel time 10-15 minutes approximately, departing 
every 20 minutes. Parking at AVI - Fitzroy Street Entrance - will be open 
between 5:00pm and 5:25pm. Car spaces are limited. Street parking 
available but not guaranteed. 
 
 
Refugee Research at La Trobe Seminar Series 
 
This series of seminars, run by the Refugee Health Research Centre, has 
three more presentations: 
 
Wed March 28th 
Refugee Processing and Mental Health:  How far does duty of care extend? – 
Ms Tania Penovic, Lecturer, School of Law, Monash University. 



 
Wed April 18th 
Extra Convention Refugees:  Complementary Protection under Human Rights 
Law – Dr Jane McAdam, Lecturer, Sydney Law School, University of Sydney 
 
Wed May 30th 
Rights in Resettlement:  Refugees’ perspectives on expectations and realities 
– Dr Apollo Nsubuga-Kyobe, Lecturer, School of Business, La Trobe 
University. 
 
Venue:  Foundation House (Victorian Foundation for Survivors of Torture), 6 
Gardiner Street, Brunswick, Victoria 3056 (Melways Ref: 29 F7),  
Tel: (03) 9388 0022  
 
Time:  5pm registration for 5:30-6:30pm seminar. 
 
For further Info:  Contact rhrc@latrobe.edu.au Tel: (03) 9479 5874  or visit 
the RHRC website: www.latrobe.edu.au/rhrc/conferences.html. 
 
All seminars are free. 
 
 
Palm Sunday National Day of Action 
Sunday April 1, 2007 
 
The Palm Sunday Rallies involve a broad and diverse coalition of 
organizations, including peace groups, unions, and churches in capital cities 
and towns across Australia.  This annual Peace event is fast approaching 
again, and PFP members are invited to consider having a presence at Rallies 
held all around the country.   
 
We encourage you, either organised with your State groups, or as 
individuals, to attend. Keep your eyes and ears open for details of rallies in 
your location. 
 
Victorian members who would like to attend the Melbourne rally and carry 
our “Peace is Possible” placards, are asked to email our Administrator 
Catherine Ryan, on cathryan@gcom.net.au, to organise pick up and drop off 
of placards. 



PD Workshop:  Psychologists for a Sustainable Future: Helping 
People Respond to Climate Change and Other Environmental Threats.  
 
Susie Burke and Heather Gridley, in APS Public Issues, are running a half day 
PD workshop in Melbourne, on psychologists and their environmental 
responsibilities.  
 
When:  Sat 5th May, 12.30-4.30pm 
Where:  Grigg Theatre, The Himbury Conference Centre, Whitley College, 50 
The Avenue, Parkville. 
 
This PD event aims to educate, inspire and equip psychologists in how to 
participate in debates and action around climate change and other 
environmental challenges.  A group of local practitioners has put together a 
presentation to activate professionals wanting to contribute to solutions to 
climate change threats.  This will be followed by a workshop facilitated by 
Psychology in the Public Interest to: 

• prepare psychologists for how to communicate effectively with others 
about environmental threats 

• help professionals to develop their own personal, organizational or 
community-based projects for promoting sustainable behaviour  

• consider the potential contribution of psychological science to workable 
long-term changes in the collective impact of human behaviour on the 
planet 

 
The workshop is designed to meet the professional development needs of 
psychologists in their workplaces and practice settings. 
 
 
PFP Symposia at 2007 APS National Conference. 
 
We are happy to announce that our group will be presenting two symposia at 
this year’s APS National Conference, to be held in September. 
 
1.   Peace-promoting research with children and adolescents.  Convened by 
Eleanor Wertheim. 3 papers by ERIS program team, Christine Wood and Jody 
Lodge. 
2.   Towards developing constructive peace-building and post-conflict 
processes.  Convened by Tony Thompson.  4 papers by Peggy Koutsos, 
Salmia Deveraj, Adela Ristovski, Melissa  O’Connor. 
 
Stay tuned for more details as the Conference approaches. 
 



Iraq: Violence distressing mental state of population 
 
Reuters News service has just circulated the following news report from 
the United Nation's Integrated Regional Information Network (IRIN): 
 
BAGHDAD, 31 January (IRIN) - Bullets and bombs are killing thousands of 
civilians every month in Iraq while the psychological impact of the ongoing 
violence is affecting the mental health of millions and is a major cause for 
concern for future generations, psychologists say.  
 
In a privately funded study entitled 'Psychological effects of war on Iraqis', 
the Association of Iraqi Psychologists (AIP) said out of 2,000 people 
interviewed in all 18 Iraqi provinces, 92 percent said they feared being killed 
in an explosion.  Some 60 percent of those interviewed said the level of 
violence had caused them to have panic attacks, which prevented them from 
going out because they feared they would be the next victims. 
 
"It is a very serious result because of the ongoing violence in Iraq. These 
psychological symptoms of the population could bring disastrous 
consequences to their present and future lives. Some parents might change 
their behaviour towards their children and vice-versa," Ala'a al- Sahaddi, 
vice-president of IPA, said. 
 
"Parents prevent their children from going to school or even from playing on 
the doorsteps of their houses. Some people might see this as a normal 
reaction to violence but if you go deeper, you will discover that there is much 
more to it. Their minds have been changed and they are like robots moving 
in response to explosions, bombs and violence," al-Sahaddi added. 
 
For the study, which was released on 23 January and done without 
government support, psychologists chose families from different districts of 
the capital and other main cities of Iraq. 
 
On 16 January, the United Nations Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) 
issued a report that said just over 34,000 Iraqi civilians were killed in 2006 
and nearly 37,000 wounded. The numbers of those in urgent need of 
psychological help as a result of the loss of family members or fear has not 
been quantified, but is expected to be very high. 
 
"Some of these people urgently needed a therapy programme with a 
psychologist but unfortunately most of them don't even know what we are. 
And when you speak about bombs and explosions, they automatically change 
their faces. Instead of smiling, they look scared," al-Sahaddi said. 
 



Families who have been victims of explosions and suicide bombers have 
changed their lives and now live in constant fear, sometimes with serious 
depression.  "I lost a husband, a son and a son-in-law in one explosion last 
year.  They were looking for a job and someone blew himself up near them. I 
could not even recover their bodies because they were blown to pieces," said 
Um Youssef, a 48-year-old mother of three. 
 
"I don't allow my two daughters to go out anymore, even to buy bread. I 
prefer to go and buy it myself. I cannot lose more children. What we eat 
today is given by my brother, neighbours and with the little income I get 
from washing other peoples' clothes," Um Youssef added. 
 
Um Youssef said that she stopped watching news on television because it 
was seriously affecting her health. "Every time I saw another explosion on 
the news I got shocked, trembled and could not sleep. I have heart problems 
and cannot stand this suffering anymore," she said. 
 
Source: IPPN 
 
 
UN’s 2006 List of “10 Stories the world should hear more about.” 
 
Concerned that some issues continue not to receive sustained media 
attention or slip off the radar screen, the United Nations Department of 
Public Information (DPI) has unveiled a new list of "Ten Stories the World 
Should Hear More About." 
 
http://www.un.org/events/tenstories/ 
 

• Liberia: Development challenges top agenda as the nation recovers 
from years of civil strife  

• Lost in migration: Asylum seekers face challenges amid efforts to stem 
flows of illegal migrants  

• DR of Congo: As the country moves boldly towards historic vote, 
humanitarian concerns continue to demand attention  

• Nepal's hidden tragedy: Children caught in the conflict  
• Somalia: Security vacuum compounding effects of drought  
• Protracted refugee situations: Millions caught in limbo, with no 

solutions in sight  
• South Asian earthquake: Relief effort saves lives, stems losses, but 

reconstruction tasks loom large  
• Behind bars, beyond justice: An untold story of children in conflict with 

the law  



• From water wars to bridges of cooperation: Exploring the peace-
building potential of a shared resource  

• Côte d'Ivoire: A strike away from igniting violence amidst a faltering 
peace process  

Source: IPPN 

 

Rotary World Peace Fellowships 

Do you know someone who would benefit from a Fellowship to study peace 
and conflict resolution in an international setting? Each year, Rotary selects 
up to 60 Fellows to study peace and conflict resolution. 

The program provides: 

* Rotary-funded graduate study toward a master's degree at the Rotary 
Centers for International Studies - located at seven prestigious universities 
worldwide. 

* Training in the root causes of conflict, international relations, and effective 
models of cooperation, as well as practical skills in conflict resolution and 
negotiation. 

* A growing network of committed alumni employed around the world in 
diplomacy, government, non-governmental organizations and private 
corporations. 

Application process and eligibility: 

http://www.rotary.org/foundation/educational/amb_scho/centers/application
/index.html 

Applications for the 2008-2010 program are being solicited by Rotary clubs 
now. 

Contact rotarycenters@rotary.org <mailto:rotarycenters@rotary.orgs> for 
further information or click below:  

Source: IPPN  
 
 



Update from Peace One Day 
 
Dear Friend 
 
Seasons greetings to you all.  
 
2006 has been a remarkable year for Peace One Day. On Peace Day 21 
September 2006 there were reported activities in 200 countries, directly 
involving 27.6 million people, including the first ever life-saving activities 
specific to Peace Day in southern Sudan, the DRC and immunisation 
campaigns in a further eight countries worldwide.  
 
The UK saw the single largest Peace Day commitment to date, the 'Song for 
Peace' initiative, a collaboration between POD, the teachers union NASUWT 
and the UK charity Youth Music, in which 2.2 million young people in over 
6,000 schools sang the same song, ‘No Wars Will Stop Us Singing’.   
 
2006 also saw the release of the Peace One Day Citizenship Resource Pack 
for UK secondary schools.  The resource pack explores issues such as 
'Bullying, 'Peace and the UN' and 'Intercultural Cooperation' and supports 
teachers and students to organise their own Peace Day event.  The 
Citizenship Resource Pack is currently being used in 6% of UK secondary 
schools; an international version is now in development. 
 
2007 promises to be the most exciting year yet for Peace One Day with the 
completion of the second film, again produced in association with the BBC, 
and preparations underway for a major event in central London.  I look 
forward to updating you in the new year on these and other developments, 
including news on Peace Day events all over the world. 
 
POD Gifts 
Now more than ever we need your help in order to continue.  The range of 
gifts on www.peaceoneday.org is growing and all funds raised go directly 
to Peace One Day to support us in our efforts to raise awareness of Peace 
Day, 21 September annually.  This year internationally renowned British 
artist Toby Mott has come on board with an exclusive Peace One Day design. 
 As with all the gifts on the website, Toby's t-shirts, baby grow and mug can 
be purchased via our secure credit card system.    
 
· NEW! Toby Mott exclusive POD  t-shirts (for children £20  + p&p; for 
adults £35 + p&p), baby  grow (£20 + p&p) and mug (£8 + p&p).  
  
· Children's book published by Penguin - 'Peace One Day - the Making of 
World Peace Day'.  Written by Jeremy Gilley, illustrated by Pulitzer Prize 



winner Karen Blessen.  Hardback.  All copies signed by the author. Suitable 
for ages 8 +.  Costs £10 + p&p.  
  
· Marc Jacobs exclusive POD t-shirt.  This graded blue t-shirt has the 
word 'Peace' written down one side in 56 different languages.  Unisex.  Costs 
£30 + p&p.  
  
· Stella McCartney exclusive POD shirts.  Dove design comes in pink and 
black, long and short sleeves, men and women's styles available. Costs from 
£35 + p&p.   
  
· DVD of the award- winning feature documentary Peace One Day, 
produced in association with the BBC and Passion Pictures.  Running time 80 
mins approx.  Costs £14 + p&p.  
  
· NEW! Peace One Day Citizenship Resource Pack for secondary schools. 
 Why not donate this inspirational resource pack to your child's secondary 
school? The Citizenship Resource Pack has 14 student-led, classroom-ready 
lesson plans exploring issues such as 'Bullying, 'Peace and  the UN', 
'Intercultural Cooperation' and more.  The pack contains a DVD with both the 
feature-length and 32-minute classroom versions of the POD  documentary 
and supports teachers and students to organise their own Peace Day 
events. Costs £20.50 + p&p. 
 
· Greetings cards for the holiday season. The card front shows a rainbow 
Peace One Day design and on the inside the words ‘Peace On Earth’.  Card 
Size: 148mm x 105mm.  Costs  £3.20 (pack of 10) + p&p.   
 
The following link will take you straight to the shop: 
http://www.peaceoneday.org/icat/shop where you can also make a donation. 
 
 
PFP Resources 
 
I can’t mention POD’s resources, without also reminding you about PFP’s own 
home-grown posters, badges, stickers and books.  While I’m sure you might 
look stunning and exceptionally groovy in your Stella McCartney or Marc 
Jacobs POD T-shirt, enhance the vibe by wearing it while you’re reading 
PFP’s ‘Wise Ways to Win’ book to the children in your life! 
 
Go to:  http://www.psychology.org.au/peace/ 
 



Colombia's Unarmed Force 

By Evelyn Hampton 

November 23, 2006 

The country's Indigenous Guard shows the power of solidarity amidst new 
challenges.   

To defend a hard-won guarantee that allows Colombia's indigenous 
territories to remain neutral in the country's bloody civil war, the Nasa 
people have shown solidarity and organization on par with that of the 
warring factions. And they've done it without weapons: In 2001, the Nasa 
created the Indigenous Guard to peacefully patrol their territory, carrying 
decorative staffs instead of guns. 

The group has earned international accolades not only for their practical 
successes but also for the message they've sent to the world of the power of 
nonviolence and communal action. In a piece for NACLA News, Teo Ballvé 
highlights another positive impact of the Guard: the elevation of women in 
the Nasa community. As Ballvé reports, women have emerged as a strong 
force in the Guard, overcoming community hostility to indigenous women in 
leadership roles by showing incredible bravery while patrolling -- unarmed -- 
for hostile groups and drug traffickers. What's more, they've earned this 
respect while balancing the traditional responsibilities of Nasa women, such 
as maintaining the household. Ballvé notes that women like Celia Eumesa, 
who was recruited by the governor of her region to help form a branch of the 
Guard, have risen to top positions both in the Guard and in their 
communities. 

But as the Nasa mark such successes, they also face new challenges. Though 
the Nasa have fought hard to maintain neutrality, it is this very neutrality 
that has brought suspicion upon them. In the Colombia Journal Online, Mario 
A. Murillo reports that the country's Gen. Hernando Perez Molina has accused 
the Nasa and the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (the primary 
opposition group) of using European Union resources to help guerilla forces. 
The Nasa unequivocally maintain that they have never cooperated with any 
party in the war, and fear that by linking them with guerrilla forces, Molina 
has paved the way for government actions against the group. 

Despite such predicaments, the Guard is maintaining its commitment to 
nonviolent resistance. As Ballvé notes, the Nasa use the word proceso - 
process – to describe nearly all of their community activities. This view - that 



change is effected gradually - may be what gives the Nasa patience in their 
resistance. 

Go there >> Colombia's Indigenous Nasa Women Resist 

http://news.nacla.org/2006/11/15/colombias-indigenous-nasa-women-
resist/ 

Source: IPPN 

 

While poverty persists, there is no freedom 

By Nelson Mandela 

Millions remain enslaved and in chains at a time of breathtaking advances in 
technology and wealth.  

In Johannesburg, this week, in the warm company of friends, like Nadine 
Gordimer, I became an Amnesty International ambassador of conscience. It 
was a joy for me to receive this honour from the members of the world's 
largest human rights movement. It was heartening too that the award was 
inspired by the great Irish writer Seamus Heaney's poem From the Republic 
of Conscience, which reminds us all of our duty. 

Their embassies, he said, were everywhere but operated independently and 
no ambassador would ever be relieved. 

Like Amnesty International, I have been struggling for justice and human 
rights for long years. I have retired from public life now. But as long as 
injustice and inequality persist in our world, none of us can truly rest. We 
must become stronger still. 

Through the work of the Nelson Mandela Foundation, the Nelson Mandela 
Children's Fund, and the Mandela Rhodes Foundation, I am continuing my 
struggle for human rights. These three charitable institutions operating in my 
name are tasked with continuing my work in important areas I have been 
concerned with throughout my life: children and youth, memory and 
dialogue, and building new generations of ethical leaders. 

It is my wish that this award should help all activists around the world to 
shine their candles of hope for the forgotten prisoners of poverty. Like 



slavery and apartheid, poverty is not natural. It is people who have made 
poverty and tolerated poverty, and it is people who will overcome it. 

Overcoming poverty is not a gesture of charity. It is an act of justice. It is 
the protection of fundamental human rights. Everyone everywhere has the 
right to live with dignity, free from fear and oppression, free from hunger 
and thirst, and free to express themselves and associate at will. 

Yet in this new century millions of people remain imprisoned, enslaved and in 
chains. Massive poverty and inequality are terrible scourges of our times - 
times in which the world also boasts breathtaking advances in science, 
technology, industry and wealth accumulation. 

While poverty persists, there is no true freedom. Amnesty International is 
right to stand up against the rights violations that drive and deepen poverty. 

People living in poverty have the least access to power to shape policies - to 
shape their future. But they have the right to a voice. They must not be 
made to sit in silence as"development" happens around them, at their 
expense. True development is impossible without the participation of those 
concerned. 

Take the right to housing. Three million people in Africa have been evicted 
from informal settlements since the turn of the century. 

We have also seen in Africa the scourge of HIV-Aids, decimating the lives of 
our people, especially those living in poverty. All of us - rich and poor, 
governments, companies and individuals - share the responsibility of 
ensuring that everyone has access to information, means of prevention and 
treatment. And our starting point must be respect for individuals' rights. 

We know that it is the already marginalised who are most affected by HIV-
Aids. And we know that, within this group, women are marginalised yet more 
and bear the most significant burden. As daughters, mothers, sisters and 
grandmothers, every day they experience and live out the reality of this 
pandemic. 

Women are also being killed by other preventable causes. One woman dies 
every minute from conditions relating to pregnancy. And where do almost all 
these women live? In the developing world - in poverty. Amnesty 
International is working to make rights real for women, through its work on 
poverty, and through its campaigning against the violence they face. 



Women and girls need safe environments to learn and to work. At the 
moment, discrimination and violence exacerbate their lack of access to the 
very tools they need to make their own rights a reality. If girls do not have a 
safe and non-discriminatory environment to pursue education or gain 
employment, the consequences reverberate throughout their lives, denying 
them the choice and freedom we take for granted. 

Women and girls living in abusive relationships, for example, are unable to 
flee the violence because they are financially dependent on their abusers. 
This balance of power, and the broader one it represents, must be shifted. 

I have spoken before about the need for a turning point. I see this 
ambassador of conscience award as one more step towards that turning 
point. Nadine Gordimer has recalled a conversation she and I had in 1998, 
when I said: "What I want to see is an environment where the young people 
of our country have a real chance to develop the inherent possibilities they 
have to create a better life for themselves... That is what development is 
about." 

If all human rights activists around the world believe this, and act on this, 
and get others to believe, we will have our turning point. 

11/04/06 "The Guardian" 

This is an edited version of a speech given by Nelson Mandela in 
Johannesburg on Wednesday when he became an Amnesty International 
ambassador of conscience. www.nelsonmandela.org; www.amnesty.org 

Source: IPPN 

 

Global Directory of Peace Studies and Conflict Resolution Programs  

The 7th edition has just been released. This comprehensive guide to peace 
studies and conflict resolution programs, centers and institutes profiles over 
450 undergraduate, Masters and Doctoral programs, centers and institutes 
worldwide. 

There is both a printed book available, and an online database that is 
updated constantly. You can order just the book or the database, or both. 

Print out the and order form available at 



http://www.peacejusticestudies.org/documents/GD7flyerandorderform.pdf) 
to order your personal copy 

For your convenience, you may also order the Global Directory online at 

http://www.peacejusticestudies.org/globaldirectory/purchase.php. 

The Seventh Edition of the Global Directory is a joint project of the Peace 
and Justice Studies Association (PJSA) and the International Peace Research 
Association Foundation (IPRAF). Sales of the Global Directory support both 
PJSA and IPRAF. 


